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As the Texas state board of education prepares for its ﬁnal vote on a new set of state science standards,
no fewer than ﬁfty-four scientiﬁc and educational societies are calling for the approval of the standards
as originally submitted — without misleading language about "strengths and weaknesses" and without
the ﬂawed amendments undermining the teaching of evolution proposed at the board's January 2009
meeting. In their statement, organized by the National Center for Science Education, the societies write
[4] (PDF), "Evolution is the foundation of modern biology, and is also crucial in ﬁelds as diverse as
agriculture, computer science, engineering, geology, and medicine. We oppose any eﬀorts to undermine
the teaching of biological evolution and related topics in the earth and space sciences, whether by
misrepresenting those subjects, or by inaccurately and misleadingly describing them as controversial and
in need of special scrutiny." (The full statement is reproduced below.)
Independently, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the National Association of
Geoscience Teachers, the Paleontological Society, the National Association of Biology Teachers, and the
Texas Association of Biology Teachers have issued their own statements, collected by Texas Citizens for
Science [5], with advice for the Texas state board of education as it considers its ﬁnal vote on the
standards. And the AAAS's president Peter Agre (a Nobel laureate) and chief executive oﬃcer Alan I.
Leshner contributed a commentary to the San Antonio Express-News (March 23, 2009), concluding [6],
"Leveraging science and technology to create new jobs will require properly educating all potential
innovators. It's time for the Texas State Board of Education to reject misleading amendments to science
education standards, once and for all. As Texas science education standards go, so goes the nation.

Texas needs to get it right."

A Message to the Texas State Board of Education
The undersigned scientiﬁc and educational societies call on the Texas State Board of Education to
support accurate science education for all students by adopting the science standards (Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills or TEKS) as recommended to you by the scientists and educators on your writing
committees.
Evolution is the foundation of modern biology, and is also crucial in ﬁelds as diverse as agriculture,
computer science, engineering, geology, and medicine. We oppose any eﬀorts to undermine the teaching
of biological evolution and related topics in the earth and space sciences, whether by misrepresenting
those subjects, or by inaccurately and misleadingly describing them as controversial and in need of
special scrutiny.
At its January 2009 meeting, the Texas Board of Education rightly rejected attempts to add language to
the TEKS about "strengths and weaknesses" — used in past eﬀorts to undermine the teaching of
evolution in Texas. We urge the Board to stand ﬁrm in rejecting any such attempts to compromise the
teaching of evolution.
At its January 2009 meeting, the Board also adopted a series of amendments to the TEKS that
misrepresent biological evolution and related topics in the earth and space sciences. We urge the Board
to heed the advice of the scientiﬁc community and the experienced scientists and educators who drafted
the TEKS: reject these and any other amendments which single out evolution for scrutiny beyond that
applied to other scientiﬁc theories.
By adopting the TEKS crafted by your expert writing committees, the Board will serve the best
educational interests of students in Texas's public schools.
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