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The Geological Society of Australia recently updated its policy statement [4] (PDF) on science education
and creationism. A previous version of the statement (reprinted in the third edition of NCSE's Voices for
Evolution [5]) from 1995 read, in part, "The Geological Society of Australia considers that notions such as
Fundamental Creationism, including so called 'Flood Geology', which disregard scientific evidence such as
that based on repeatable observations in the natural world and the geological record, are not science and
cannot be taught as science ... The Society states unequivocally that the dogmatic teaching of notions
such as Creationism within a science curriculum stifles the development of critical thinking patterns in
the developing mind and seriously compromises the best interests of objective public education. ... the
Society dissociates itself from Creationist statements made by any member." The 2008 update differs
from the 1995 version only in specifying that the statement applies to "intelligent design" and in bearing
the endorsements of all of the presidents of the society from 1994 onward. Established in 1952, the
Geological Society of Australia is a non-profit organization that seeks to promote, advance and support
the earth sciences in Australia.
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