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A non-partisan coalition is calling for a presidential debate on science and technology. "Given the many
urgent scientiﬁc and technological challenges facing America and the rest of the world, the increasing
need for accurate scientiﬁc information in political decision making, and the vital role scientiﬁc innovation
plays in spurring economic growth and competitiveness," the coalition writes [4], "we call for a public
debate in which the U.S. presidential candidates share their views on the issues of the environment,
health and medicine, and science and technology policy."
In a December 26, 2007, press release [5], John Rennie, editor-in-chief of Scientiﬁc American and a
member of the coalition's steering committee, explained, "Matters of science and technology underpin
every important issue aﬀecting the future of the United States. It's crucial for the nation's welfare that
our next president be someone with an understanding of vital science, a willingness to listen to scientiﬁc
counsel, and a capacity for solid, critical thinking. A debate would be the ideal opportunity for America
and the candidates to explore our national priorities on these issues."
The coalition is chaired by Representatives Vern Ehlers and Rush Holt, scientists themselves, who
remarked in a joint statement, "We believe a debate on these issues would be the ideal opportunity for
America and the candidates to explore our national priorities for the twenty-ﬁrst century, and we hope
candidates will wish to be involved in such a discussion." Among the others calling for the debate are
fourteen Nobel laureates, the editors-in-chief of Nature and Science, and NCSE's executive director
Eugenie C. Scott. The coalition is accepting new supporters on its website [4].
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