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Freelance writers Dover schools still debating blology text A board member said a book was rejected
because It didn't offer creationism. B
Author: JOSEPH MALDONADO; For the Dally Record/Sunday News P
Ir
Article Text: a
re
Former Dover school board member Barrie Callahan repeated her request for new biology fil
books for the high school at Monday night's board meeting. w
For the past few months, she has appeared several times before the board to request a
status update. "
Board member Willlam Buckingham, who sits on the curriculum committee, said a book ﬁ
had been under consideration ("Biology,” by Miller and Levine) but was declined because
of its one-sided references to evolution. :,‘
*It's inexcusable to teach from a book that says man descended from apes and monkeys,” S,

he said. "We want a book that gives balance to education.”

Buckingham and other board members are looking for a book that teaches creationism
and evolution.

But a former student, Max Pell, told the board Monday night that he was concemed that
that type of book would trample on the separation of church and state.

Board President Alan Bonsell disagreed, saying there were only two theories (creationism
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and evolution) that could possibly be taught. He said as long as both were taught as
theories, there would be no problems for the district.

"Have you ever heard of brainwashing?” Buckingham asked Pell. “If students are taught
only evolution, it stops becoming theory and becomes fact.”

After the meeting, Buckingham said all he wants Is a book that offers balance between
what he sald are Christian views of creationism and evolution.

He said there needn't be consideration of the beliefs of Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims or other
faiths and views. "This country wasn't founded on Muslim beliefs or evolution,” he said.
“This country was founded on Christianity, and our students should be taught as such.”
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