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DR. TRUDY K. PETERMAN
Principal

e ae . zeoonc. || DOVER AREA HIGH SCHOOL

Assistant Principal

DOVER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT + 46 WEST CANAL STREET » DOVER » PA 17315 + (717) 292-367}

) _ ' RECEIVED
TO: Mr. Michael Baksa, Assistant Superintendent s
Mr. Larry R. Redding, Assistant Principal wo? 02 2003
Mrs. Bertha Spahr, Science Chair

FROM:  Dr. Trudy K. Peterman, Principal” 77/\)/1%0 :

DATE: April 1, 2003

MR. WAYNE A. FRANKO
Dean of Students

RE: Creationism As It Relates to the Approved School Board Biology I Curriculum

Mrs. Spahr and I had a conversation on April 1, 2003 regarding her conversation with Mr. Baksa,
which took place on Monday, March 31, 2003, after school. Mrs. Spahr expressed some definite concerns
about the Biology I curriculum since Mr. Baksa mentioned that a board member wanted Creationism
taught in Biology I classes. Mrs. Spahr explained to Mr. Baksa that in Biology I one theory of evolution
taught is Darwinism. She explained to Mr. Baksa that all Biology tedchers state that another theory of
evolution is Creationism, but Creationism, per se, is not taught since it is not addressed by the standards.
M. Baksa further stated to Mrs. Spahr on March 31, 2003, that this board member wanted fifty percent
(50%) of the topic of evolution to involve the teaching of Creationism.

In asking for direction in this matter, I have advised all Biology I teachers to teach the approved
School Board curriculum for Biology 1. I advised them to continue to mention that Creationism is another
alternate theory of evolution. However, as Principal, I am uncomfortable with this topic, and I have many
questions concerning the teaching of Creationism in a public high school. Some of my questions are as
follows:

1. If we are a standards-driven school district, can Creationism be taught if it isn't addressed by
either the state standards or by the approved School Board Biology I curriculum?

2. Which theory of Creationism are we to teach since we have students from various religious
backgrounds? Are we to teach the Protestant view, the Catholic view, the Jewish view, the
Mormon view, the Muslim view, et cetera?

3. Legally speaking, in regard to Creationism and the curriculum, what are the parameters in
regard to the issue of the separation of church and state?

4. Are my certified Biology I teachers competent to teach Creationism, for at the present time
they are all experts in Darwinism, but they are not all experts in Creationism? In addition, my
science teachers also come from diverse backgrounds and what view of Creationism are they
to teach?

5. Am I, as Principal, to instruct my teachers to teach topics in their courses that are not listed on
the School Board approved curriculum for the school district? Can I expect a non-tenured
teacher to disregard teaching the School Board approved Biology I curriculum because one
School Board member desires that Creationism be addressed?

These are the questions that must be answered prior to Creationism being taught as fifty percent of
the evolution curriculum. In the public school arena, creationism must always be mentioned as an
alternate theory, but public school teachers are teachers of their content area and are not to be perceived as
teachers of religious instruction. Religious instruction by certified content area teachers is not within the
domain or scope of teachers’ job descriptions. and religious instruction. legally. is not the mission of the
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public schools in this country. The issue of Creationism needs to be addressed by this district’s Central
Office Administration from a legal standpoint and from the standards-driven curriculum standpoint, for
the high school administration and science teachers await the Central Office’s direction in regard to this
matter.

Cc:  Dr. Richard Nilsen, Superintendent

Enc: Biology I Approved Curriculum
Biological Sciences State Standards
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