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‘Dover Area School District News

soyms  Biology Curriculum Update

This newsiener has bosn
produced 10 heip exploin
the changes In the biology
curricubim . Usfornnasely
a great deal of misinformo-
tion has beea spreod re-
garding ihis policy. We
will

wﬁg
help thore iniii beer
o

soms may have abous the
currienivm change. Ws
sincoigly apprecien youwr

underzianding on this mas-
- {eer.

Sen. Santorum Applauds Dover District

By Sm. Rich Jantornm

The following edisorial ap-
poared in the 12/25/04 odi-
tiow of the Pistsburgh Pest-
Ganese

sclentific theory thst is opon
10 perutiny, not as sacred
dogma that cannot be ques-
tionsd.

But is there a real soientific

Frequently
Asked Questions

ries in the clsesroom. In
1987, the U.S. Suprems
Coart made clowr in Bd-

“The school bonid siu-
What 3 a8 the (usa about?

A sl minoriyy of parcots
have objected 1w the rocent
ourriculum change by argo-
ing that the Board has acsed
w0 imposs #'s own religious
belicts on stodenys. This is

phy hias piresented o

balanced curviculum
that males students
aicere of the

contiarersies

m{:m surrounding ceolution .’
Y adopled 1o present &
and forbids any presentation
ofwliﬁo\':gkn
Students ars ol of the
eory of Intsliieent De-
aize UD)._LIn"UIR simely
nlixien ju diseuies?
No. The theory of intelli-
gom design imvolves scimos
vi. science, where scientists
looking ot the ssme dats Ay genersie controversy
Srhives | Moy Smadgde pimreees
mention or discuss God, sessinent of the theory's wn- w:q;"'my e
Qwrigtianity or the Bible in ruoived difficulties. Evolo- Constirutional law
vy wy. tion should be taught se & also aliows the sesching of
What ks the theory sf sre-
Intienl Text of Statement Read to Students
:Mmhﬁnb-ﬂ-
mesnings, and those planation thot wnifies s With respect to
s Daria's t “The Pennsylvania Academic ; sheory, studems
q{.vpuﬁouuu&-:u-ﬁ» m""""‘:‘"‘" ::‘w‘ mwu-'inhv:
om-deﬁnli;ﬁmqﬂn; of Evolut D"w"“ “"",!'-' nnmga-l:(n _-:‘m&abh
m"'""'m"-"“:w" 0 take ¢ standardired s of 4 %% Fienerion S0 preierdeprryroupat
as change Over time, which | ™hich evohudon s 8 part. s v e Nobyimn by froes
ial and is Because Darwin's 4 view. fow-
is ot controveersial, Theory Iz & theory, & contin- referance book, Of Pawdes Jias. As a Ssandardsdriven
supported by most people. wes 10, be esied u mew ovie and People, is avalioblefor  distriet, class inswruction
donce is dircoversd. The The-  *Ndenis who might be bn-  focuses wpow prapering
ory bs R0}  foct. Gape i the teresiod in gaining an wn- o profi-
Theory exist for which shere dersianding of what Insellt- cbcynw-
is no evidence A shaory i3 gont Design ocounlly in- RINCIIMONLL.
Continued onpegel | icfined as & well-iested - volves.
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Frequently Asked Questions Continved

However, evolution in its biological senec
mEans & procems whereby lije arose from
non-living ralier and subscguenty de-
vdcpedbynmdmu.-u-ly.

ra) selection, acting o Fid

sent
of &
The theory of imtelligent design (ID) is 8

of the universe are beat explainod by an
iptclligent couse, rather than undirected
causes such a3 Darwin's theory of natwa)
sclection

n simple termm, on ¢ molecular level,
3 e hudl_ A Ad

since the 1950°s, advances in molecular
biology md themistry have shown us that
living oclls, the fundamental units of life
P ot be explained by
chencs.

Even Bill Gales, conmputer scfiwars gen-
jus and founder of Microsofl, has sid,

Administration: No Problems With Curriculum

have ever cresied.”

Students are only made sware of the the-
oty of ID dwring \he ons winuis ma-
mcnt read prior 10 the ninth grade blology
course (svs froot page). Smdents intr-
ested i loarning mors are sbic 1o do so
by viewing books and materials available
In the |Bwary.

Arg theve relieious Implications 1o the
iheery of I

Net anry move 50 than the religions lepli-

cations of Derwinisn. Sow have mid
that befors Darwin, “we thougit s be-
pevolent God had crested ws. Biology
00k awey OUr status a8 Toeds in the ime-
age of God®.... or “Man i¢ e et of s
process that did wot have him

inmind He was not plaaned”.., or
Wmﬁhpﬂlwh-
imeliociually fulfilied sthelst.

Iutbe RASD policy conptitvtipanl?
The lsat Supreme Couwt case dealing with

the thoory of svolution was the 1987 case
of Edwards v. Aguilterd,

Although that case held unconetisutionsl
oe tenching of creationism sleagsid

Durwin's theory of evolution, it specifi-
cally heid thet schools cun teach alworme-
tives 0 Darwis's spprosch W origins.

The cowt staied that teching o vesiety of
sclentiic thoories regarding the origins of
Tife might be validly done with the cloar
socular ivtent of enhancing the effective-
vem of scisnce education which is e

goul of the Dover Ares School District.

The Thorres Mors Law Conter, s bon-
profit lew firm besed in Ans Astor, MI
bes agrood w defand the dissrict without
charge.

Kaowing thare were complicansd legal
questons isvolved in the cusriculwn

Iimplementation
On Jooussy 18 & 19, the cur~  diffcrently tham in years pust. Parsats of students
riculwn change adopted by No teacher waa instructed 10 with concems sbost the ae- °
the Doves Arws School Board  teach the Ghefy of iniciigmnl  mistte staterrend wues perset- Quptablc_g ]
00 Ooba I8 want i of-  designorpreseathis orber  1ad 10 excuse their childrom £ L
foct. Ninth grade swodeass beliety, from thet portion of te slass. :
enrolled in biclogy were read [ .3 Of the 173 sudents who ars
a four peragraph, one minwte  pleined, the purposs of te sarvlled in the course, pasesis |  “The Dover Area School Dissriat
watement 3pprOved by te curiculum changs was 10 pro-  of 15 studosts requesied their | Aas sakes & ssap i she right direc-
Board AcOpy ofthe mate-  vide sudents with s fairend  studenis be opted out of besr dubyon.m»mdah
ment read 10 Sudents balanced curriculwns.  ing the salenatnt controversy of evolution. *
on e from of this publicé- On that beais, the achool board Weaepimsed hat | Son Rick Semsorvm
Contyary o'::m ::MUMHM.;
10 Tumor *DNAJ has shown, almost
xhlﬂﬂr:a“ read, fution in ol 'H:: m" '.f;uh“ - ‘g .E"
was » Taaner ppen s
desss were ingiruciad belicved 1o be objective snd  paremts and Suduats. o ey Segeubytd rw
¥ theory of wvolution w0 neuosl must have besn brvolved
whole tife has been guided by the
principie of Pisto's Socrans: Fol-
fow the evidence, wherever it
2001 National Zogby Poll daads.” :
dushony Flew | famous
atheist who now adwits the wni-
14% - Neithar? varse eppoars 10 have an bueiii-
Not rare gont design)
71% - Teach Dar-
wia's bwocry, but “Where lopics are saught that
osnch sclontific Inay generais convroversy (mch
#vidonce againat as diological evolution), the
15% - Teach curricuhan should help saudants
oty Durvie® heprmir i
exint.” Raport from
the Ne Chlld Loft Bohind Act of
2001,
Source: Zogby I Sonal, 1750 G Street, Utica, NY 13502, Nationwide )
poll of 3202 American adults was taken in August 2001. Margin of envor is +/- 3%
poials. For move informasion on this
sapic, please vivit
our lbraries and/or our wobsieg st
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