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Bender, Patty

From: Sally Shafer [shafer@pa.uky.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 21,200710:03 AM
To: 'Thomas H. Troland'; 'Mike Cavagnero'
Subject: gaskell web info

Tom and Mike

I decided to see what was available about Martin Gaskell on the web, in particular about his approach to blending
of science and religion.

http://physics.unl.edu/directorv/gaskeil/gaskell.hlmi which links to

'professor profile' at http://physics.unl.edu/directory/gaskeil/professorprofile.htmi

and also to 'personal webpage' http://incolor.inetnebr.com/gaskeil/gaskell.htmi
with links to multiple sites including 'Bible and Astronomy lecture notes'
http://incolor.inetnebr.com/gaskeil/genesis.htmi

The last is of some length and I have not yet read it, but it promises to be thought provoking. Clearly this man is
complex and likely fascinating to talk with - but potentially evangelical. If we hire him, we should expect similar
content to be posted on or directly linked from the department website.

Please advise the committee of these links if you think the content relevant to our decision.

Sally A. Shafer
University of Kentucky
Dept. of Physics & Astronomy
Chern-Physics Bldg rm. 177
Lexington, KY 40506-0055
ph 859-257-5131
fax 859-323-2846
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Gary J. Ferland

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Cavagnero Irnike@pa.uky.edu]
Wednesday. October 03, 2007 11 :57 AM
Gary J. Ferland; Keith B. MacAdam; Nancy Levenson; Torn Troland; Sally Shafer; Steve Ellis
something to think about

Please treat this email, as in all personnel matters, as strictly confidential. In
particular, do not forward or copy it to anyone,

One of our faculty members who is not on the committee has expressed some concern about
Martin Gaskell's websites discussing science and religion. That individual suggested that
their are people in KY who might use his appointment as an opportunity to push a particular
religious agenda, in particular, creationism. He suggested, in particular, that we might one
day wake up to a Herald-Leader headline citing "UK hires creationist as Observatory
Director." Such a headline would probably not be a fair representation of Martin's personal
views, which are not simple, but the headline could appear nonetheless.

I was concerned about this issue, and so sent an email to the Dean and Provost, asking for
their advice. I suggested that they have a look at his website
http://incolor.inetnebr.com/gaskell/genesis.html
There response is appended below, and you should all read it carefully. It indicates the
standard to which we will be held should Martin be appointed.

Of paramount importance, at least in my mind, is Martin's rights of free speech and religious
freedom. However, it seems reasonable to anticipate that, as a permanent member of our staff,
as a teacher, and as an outreach director, his views would eventually become widely known.

rhke Cavagnero

From: SltJamy

I completely agree with Steve. The paper uses his Nebraska byline, and the paper imputes the
authority of his status as a scientist.

-----Original Message-----
From: Hach, Steven
Sent: Monday, October 81, 2887 11:51 AM
To: 'Mike Cavagnero'
Cc: Subbaswamy, Kumble
Subject: RE: some advice

t-hke,

Here are my thoughts.

The URL you give below, in my view, is should be considered a scholarly paper, Gaskell
identifies himself with the University of Nebraska and states that these notes have formed
the basis for public talks he has given at a number of universities. Therefore, I suggest
that the committee needs to determine whether this paper and others he might have written are
good science.

AS Director of the Observatory, he is being hired for his scientific knowledge. For example,
is the "young earth creationist position" he advocates supportable on the basis of the
standards of science?
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Similarly, when he asks "when was the beginning?" (p. 7), and uses astronomy to answer that
question, does he do so using standards that accord with good science? Does the literature
he cites reflect the current state of the discipline or is he privileging certain materials
because of their theological provenance and prominence?

Given the nature of the position, I think assessing the value of his scholarly work is
central to making an appointment.

Steve

Steven L. Hoch
Dean
College of Arts and Sciences
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Gary J. Ferland

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nancy A. Levenson [Ievenson@pa.uky.edu)
Wednesday, October 03, 2007 3:05 PM
Mike Cavagnero
Gary J. Ferland; Keith B. MacAdam; Nancy Levenson; Tom Troland; Sally Shafer; Steve Ellis
Re: something to think about

I have absolutely no concerns about Gaskell's astronomical scholarship that appears in the
refereed literature, and I am extremely sensitive to legal and ethical prohibitions against
religious discrimination.
The difficulty I see, without yet reaching a firm conclusion, is what (if anything) to make
of his independent creationist work. It does not present the obvious conflict of Mike's
example; it is not on a university website and does not directly challenge any current
astronomical knowledge or conclusions. However J as Swamy and Steve argued) with an academic
byline, is this now a valid subject of scholarly criticism?

The closest direct argument about astronomy in this work is that Genesis is more that "just
theological," meaning it does relate to physical events, but Gaskell does not expand on this
point to explain how the Bible should be used to inform or influence scientific
investigations, He acknowledges that biology is not the focus of this work and allows for
evolution, but I view the claim that "science has no satisfactory explanation of the origins
of life yet" as naive.
(Young earth creationists would equally assert that "science has no satisfactory explanation
of the evolution of life yet".)

The scholarship of the philosophical and theological arguments is weaker, mostly avoiding
reference to academic publications, Atheism is dismissed with the assertion that there are
no arguments in its favor. I find the subsequent references to what "a number of people have
noted" or what "has been said" an attempt to deflect personal criticism while promoting these
("others"') conclusions,

I do fully expect the predicted public relations disaster if Gaskell were hired, but I am not
certain that the related arguments against hiring him can avoid being discriminatory,

I still have some valid concerns about this candidate, such as how he would fit into a role
that requires responding to a number of different constituencies, including faculty,
teachers, and the community, in a position as a very public representative of the department
and university. I have not yet determined who is the best candidate for the job, and I hope
to use the interviews to answer this question.

--Nancy
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